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28th Annual Caliber Awards ceremony celebrates mid-shore behavioral health leaders

Easton, MD — The 28th Annual Caliber Awards was hosted by Mid Shore Behavioral Health, Inc. (MSBH)
on May 15th, 2026, at Temple B’nai Israel in Easton, MD. This annual event honors the exceptional work
and dedication of community leaders working to strengthen and enhance the behavioral health system
across the mid-shore region.

The ceremony opened with remarks from MSBH Chief Executive Officer Katie Dilley, LCSW-C, who
provided a warm welcome and expressed her gratitude to all in attendance. She was followed by Senator
Johnny Mautz, who addressed the group and commended the honorees for their dedication to
strengthening behavioral health services across the region. He emphasized the importance of the Caliber
Awards in recognizing and elevating the critical work being done in the behavioral health field. In addition
to receiving their awards, honorees were recognized for their outstanding leadership, advocacy,
innovation, and service across the behavioral health continuum.

The first award presented was the Interagency & Community Award to the Delmarva Pride Board of
Directors, Ivan Colon (Chair), Zach Parreco (Vice-Chair), Tina Jones (Secretary), and Kyle O’Donnell
(Treasurer), all representing the Delmarva Pride Center, for their leadership in expanding affirming
behavioral health supports and community partnerships across the region.

Cathy Cassell, LCSW-C, Chief Executive Officer at Channel Marker, Inc., received the Effective
Programming Award for her leadership in developing and strengthening impactful behavioral health
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programming.

Brian Lambert, CPRP, CFRP, Vocational Program Coordinator at Crossroads Community, Inc., was honored
with the Mary Beth Brennaman Award for his positivity, leadership, and ongoing support of individuals
and colleagues across the behavioral health community.

Stevi L. Hicks Saathoff, LCPC, NCC, Clinician at Crossroads Community, Inc., received the Bernie Vervin
Beacon of Light Award in recognition of compassion, humility, courage, and meaningful service to others.

Franes M. Doran, Compliance Specialist with His Hope Ministries, received the Roundtable on
Homelessness Award for her commitment to supporting individuals experiencing housing instability and
homelessness throughout the mid-shore region.

Melanie Jones-Dalziel, CPRS, RPS, ADT, State Care Coordinator with Recovery In Motion — Kent County,
was presented with the Substance Use Recovery Award for her dedication to supporting individuals on
their recovery journeys and advancing peer recovery services.

Several Special Recognition Awards were presented throughout the ceremony. JaKeria Holliday,
CCI/CRMHS, Quality Compliance Coordinator with Crossroads Community, Inc. and Corsica River Mental
Health Services Inc., received the Unsung Hero Award for her behind-the-scenes dedication and service.
James O. Siegman, LCSW-C, with Peace of Mind Mental Health Services, LLC, was honored with the
Emergency/Crisis Award for his commitment to supporting individuals in crisis. Kaitlyn Cardwell, BSN, RN,
with Crossroads Community, Inc. and Corsica River Mental Health Services Inc., received the Wellness &
Recovery Award for her work promoting recovery-centered care. Samantha Hogan, PRS, also with
Crossroads Community, Inc. and Corsica River Mental Health Services Inc., received the Peer Support
Award for her dedication to peer services. Angela Ford, LCSW-C, Clinical Director at Maple Shade Youth &
Family Services, received the Education Award for her contributions to behavioral health education.
Stefanie Johnson, Executive Director at His Hope Ministries, received the Leadership Award for her
organizational leadership and service. Wendy Sue Kraus, LCPC, Owner of Coastal Counseling & Wellness,
received the Advocacy Award for her continued efforts to expand behavioral health awareness and access
to care.

Mandy Trivits, BSW, Quality Assurance Director at Channel Marker, Inc., received the Adult Support &
Service Award for her dedication to supporting adults navigating behavioral health systems.

Lee Lynch Newcomb, LCSW-C, Adult Services Supervisor at Talbot County Social Services, was honored
with the Aging and Community Leadership Award for her work supporting older adults and community
wellness initiatives.

Skylar Blades received the Child and Adolescent Advocate Award for outstanding dedication to supporting
children, adolescents, and families.

Sergeant Jerry Stivers of the Denton Police Department received the CIT Award for his commitment to
Crisis Intervention Team collaboration and behavioral health diversion efforts.

Laura Christ, PRP, Client Support Specialist at Crossroads Community, Inc., received the Consumer
Empowerment Award for her advocacy and support of individuals receiving services.

Judge John E. Nunn Ill, Administrative Judge for District 3, District Court for Kent County, received the



Forensic Mental Health Award for his work supporting behavioral health within the justice system.

Three Lifetime Achievement Awards were presented during the ceremony. Stirling Ward, retired Clinical
Resource Specialist and Mental Health Coordinator with Queen Anne’s County Public Schools, was
recognized for her longstanding dedication and impact on behavioral health services across the region.
Susan Runnels, Executive Director of the Caroline Human Services Council, received a Lifetime
Achievement Award in recognition of her leadership and commitment to strengthening systems of care.
A posthumous Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to Tabitha Groce, CPRS, Director of
Foundations Recovery House, honoring her legacy of compassion, peer support, advocacy, and service.

Katie Dilley, LCSW-C, shared the following about the ceremony:

“The Caliber Awards continue to highlight the incredible dedication, compassion, and collaboration that
strengthen behavioral health services across our region. It was an honor to celebrate so many outstanding
individuals and organizations whose work changes lives every day. We are deeply grateful for the
commitment of all our award recipients and community partners.”

Mid Shore Behavioral Health, Inc. (MSBH) is the region’s Core Service Agency charged with continually
improving the provision of behavioral health services for residents of Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, Queen
Anne's, and Talbot Counties through effective coordination of care in collaboration with consumers, their
natural support systems, providers, and the community at large.

For more information about MSBH and its work in the mid-shore, \visit
https://www.midshorebehavioralhealth.org or call 410-770-4801.
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Attendees of the 28th Annual Caliber Awards listen to opening remarks.
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presents the Special Recognition

MSBH CEO Katie Dilley, LCSW-C, presents a Lifetime Achievement Award to Susan Runnels.



